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ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 657-2166

) 500 - 11 tb STREET
SACR.AMENTO~ CA 95814

Voter Registration Hotline

1-800-345-VOTE

BILL JONES
Secretary ofState
State 0/ California

For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only

1-800-833-8683
e-mail: connnents@ss.ca.gov

November 26, 2001

TO:

FROM:

ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OR COUNTY CLERKS AND PROPONENTS

(O~~
BRIANNA LIERMAN
ELECTIONS ANALYST

SUBJECT: INITIATIVE #934

RECErv
DEC 1 2 2.001
LIBRARY

HASTINGS COLLE::: OF THE Ll.';'}

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title and
Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a pro~sed initiative measure entitled:

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. ELECTORAL COLLEGE
VOTING PROCEDURES. ABSENTEE BALLOT DEADLINES.
VOTE CERTIFICATION AND RECOUNT PROCEDURES. INITIAITIVE STATUTE.

The proponent of the above-named measure is:
Matthew G. Monforton
215 East Orangethorpe Ave., #300
Fullerton, CA 92832

(909) 596-5000

"Ensuring the Infegrity of Callfomla's election process"

,

#934
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. ELECTORAL COLLEGE
VOTING PROCEDURES. ABSENTEE BALLOT DEADLINES.
VOTE CERTIFICATION AND RECOUNT PROCEDURES. INITIATIVE STATUTE.

CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE

1.

Minimum number of signatures required: ................................................... 419, 260
California Constitution, Article II, Section 8(b)

2.

Official Sunimary Date: .......................................... ;...................... Monday, 11/26/01
Elections Code section (EC§) 336

3.

Petitions Sections:
a. First day Proponent can circulate Sections for
signatures (EC §336) .................................................................. Monday, 11/26/01
b. Last qay Proponent can circulate and file
with the county. All sections are, to be filed at the
same time within each county (EC §336, 9030(a» ............... Thursday, 04125/02
c. Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State (EC §9030(b» ................................. Tuesday, 05/07/02
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 04125102,
the countY has eight working days from the filing of the petition to determine the
total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the
Secretary of State) (EC §9030(b»~
d. Secretary of State determines whether the total number
of signatures filed with all county clerks{registrars of
voters meets the minimum number of required signatures,
and notifies the counties ......................................................Thursday, 05/16102*

e. Last day for county to determine total. number of qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State .
(EC §9030(d)(e» ................. ~ ................... ~ ................................. Friday, 06128102
·Date varies based on the date of county receipt of verification.

",
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INITIATIVE #934

Circulating and Filing Schedule continued:

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 05/16/02, the last
day is no later than the thirtieth day after the county's receipt of notification).
(EC §9030(d)(e».
f.

If the signature count is more than 461,186 or less than
398,297 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as
qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the 'signature
count is between 398,297 and 461,186 inclusive, then the
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random
sampling technique to determine the validity of all
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031 (a» ................................... Monday, 07/089/02*

g. last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State.
(EC §9031 (b)(c» .......................~ ............................................... Friday, 08119/02
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 07/08/02, the
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt of
notification) (EC §9031(b)(c».
h. Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been .
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare
the petition sufficient (eC §9031(d); 9033) .............................. ~ Friday, 08/23102*

*

Date varies based on receipt of county certification.

IMPORTANT POINTS

•

California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered
on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure
for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be used to create or add to
mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, includingfundraising or requests for
support. Any such misuses constitutes a crime under California law. Elections
Code section 18650; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 123 Cal. App. 3d 825, 177
Cal. Rptr.. 621; 63,Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 37 (1980).
'

•

Please refer to Elections Code sections 100,101,104,9001,,9008, 9009, 9021,
and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in printing, typing and
otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circulation and signatures.
Please send a copy of the petition after you have it printed. This copy is not for
our review or approval, but to supplement our file.

•

Your' attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the
Political 'Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. A
brief summary is attached for your reference.

•

When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the official
title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this'
title will assist elections officials in referencing the proper file.

•

When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall include the
name or names of the persons filing the petition.

•

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide a blank
petition for elections official use.
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State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General

II" ..

1300 I STREET. SUITE 125
P.O. BOX 944255
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Public: (916) 445-9555
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Bill J..... 1taIIiij " _

Secretary of State
1500 - 11 th Street, 5th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

RE:

Bill JOlES, Secretatr .' _;'!'.,
By

Initiative Title and Summary

SUBJECT:

FILENO:

.~

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. ELECTORAU---=D~~!fl=-"-!'!M-8-VijTING
PROCEDURES. ABSENTEE BALLOT DEADLINES. VOTE
CERTIFICATION AND RECOUNT PROCEDURES. INITIATIVE STATUTE.
SA2001 RF0028

Dear Mr. Jones:
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 9004 and 336 of the Elections Code, you are
hereby notified that on this day we mailed our title and summary to the proponent of the aboveidentified- proposed initiative.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponent, a copy of our title and summary,
a declaration of service thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the name ~d address of the proponent is

as stated on the declaration of service.
Sincerely,

For

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General

TK:cw
Enclosures

Date: November 26, 2001
File No.: SA200t

The Attorney General of California has prepared the fol~owing title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTING PROCEDURES.
ABSENTEE BALLOT DEADLINES. VOTE CERTIFICATION AND RECOUNT
PROCEDURES. INITIATIVE STATOTE. Replaces current "winner-lake-ann voting system
for presidential electors. Provides that California's electoral college ~otes be determined on the
basis of the outcome in each congressional district, plus two votes detennined by the statewide
outcome. Provides additional time for receipt and counting of absentee ballots from military
voters overseas. Provides for petition by presidential candidates to seek accelerated vote
certification and recount of voteS for President. Provides for Secretary of State to adopt
regulations for recounting ballots for eac~ voting system in use. Summary of estimate by
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments:
This measure would result in minor absorbable costs to the state and significant unknown county
costs ranging from hundreds of thousands to several millions of dollars every four years
depending on the number and size of counties required to participate in an accelerated
certification.
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Californians for Voter Equality
215 East OrangeIhorpeAve., 1300, Fullerton, California 92832
(909) 596-5000 www.counlmilitaryvotes.com
TIfItSSUIW

0Irtl.......
•

~~CEIV~b

September 26, 2001

~JItIkJmBy

Tricia Knight
Initiative Coordinator
Office of the Attorney General

OCT .-3 2001 .'
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OffiCE

1300 I Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: Request for Title and Summary for the Accuracy in Presidential Voting Act of 2002
Dear Ms. Knight:
Please find enclosed the text of the Accuracy in Presidential Voting Act, an initiative that I am
seeking to qualify for the ballot in November 2002. I am requesting that your office ~ a
title and summary for the Act in accordance with Elections Code section 9002 et seq.

I am a registered voter residing in Los Angeles Cowrty. I am providing my home address and
telephone number in a separate letter. I am also including a check in the amount of $200.00.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

-~

Enclosures

Secrdary of State !D. No. 12J6164

"

SECTION 1.
SHORT TITLE.
This act shall be known,and may be cited, as the Accuracy in PresidentiarVoting Act of 2002.

FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS.
SECTION 2.
(a) Approximately 150,000 Californians currently serve overseas in our nation's armed forces.
Overseas service imposes hardships on military personnel not faced by civilians. These
hardships include, quite often, a lack of daily mail service. As a result, absentee ballots cast by
overseas military personnel can take up to two weeks to'reach California. Current law prevents
the counting of military absentee ballots that are delivered to elections officials after election
day, even when military personnel have completed and mailed such ballots before e.ection day.
These roles effectively disenftanchise many of the men and women who risk their lives
defending, among other things, our freedom to vote.
This problem is particularly pronounced in presidential elections. As. with voters generally,
higher numbers of military personnel cast ballots in presidential' elections than in nonpresidential elections. Thus, more lawfully cast military absentee ballots are subject to late
delivery and disqualification in presidential elections than in other elections. Disqualification of
such ballots diminishes the accuracy of the final vote count and ~ the possibility that the
selection of California'S presidential electors will not aCcurately reflect the will of the state's
voters.
(b) California's presidential electors are currently selected on a ''wiuner-take-all" basis. This
system does not accurately reflect the will of the state's voters; a candidate can win a mere
plurality of the popular vote and yet receive 100 percent of the state's electors. Such an
apportionment is undemocratic. Awarding California's presidential electors by congressional
district would result in candidates receiving a percentage of California's electors more accurately
reflecting the popular vote and more accuiately reflecting the will of California's voters.
(c) The events in Florida during the 2000 election demonstrated the importance of accurate'
recounts in close presidential elections. California law governing recounts would likely prove
problematic in a close contest for our state's presidential electors. Recounts cannot' even start
until four weeks after an election, leaving only one week for a recount to begin, and end, before
federal law requires certification of presidential electors. Moreover, California lacks Unifonn
and legally binding standards for' statewide recounts, thus leaving individual counties free to
implement arbitrary, ad hoc roles. A recount involving California's presidential electors would
intensify the pressure upon county officials. to engage in such manipulations, leading to an
inaccurate vote count and a selection of presidential electors that does not accurately reflect the
will of California's voters.
SECI10N 3. Section 3307 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
3307. (a) As soon as possible after the 60th day before the federal election, the co~ty elections
official shall mail or deliver a ballot to each person who bas requested registration as an oVeISeaS
voter since the last regularly scheduled federal election.
(b) If tb~ overseas voter bas not correctly completed and retmned a federal application for an
absentee ballot or a special affidavit of registration as an overseas voter since the last regularly
scheduled federal election the elections official sball enclose an affidavit with the ballot
(c) The overseas voter shall be informed of the following:
(1) That the affidavit must be correctly completed and returned with the ballot in Qrder for the
vote to be tallied.

\

(2) That the voter's registration will be valid through the next general ejection, and that the
baUots for these elections will be sent to the voter at the mailing address provided by the
voter, but that folJowing the general election, the voter must reapply in order to again
receive an ov~ voter ballot
(d) The affidavits of registration mailed or delivered pursuant to this section shall conform to
Section 2157, except as modified pursuant to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State to
reflect the requirements of this chapter.
(e) Absent voter ballots mailed or delivered pursuant to this section shall be modified purSuant
to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State so as to show only those. offices for which the
overseas resident is entitled to vote.
(f) In addition to the requirements set forth in Section 3011, information envelopes for overseas .
voters shall contain a declaration, under penalty ofperjury, stating the date that the overseas
voter completed the ballot and stating whether or not the overseas voter is a member of the
United States Armed Forces.

SECTION 4. Section 3311 of the. Elections Code is amended to read:
3311. AD-{a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), absentee baUots cast pursuant to this chapter.
shall be received by the county electioIl$ official not later than 8 p.m. on the day of a federal
election.
(b) Absentee ballots of overseas-military personnel shall be received by the county e/~tions
official not later than 14 days after the election if such ballots are postmarked or signed and
dated by the day of a federal election. The elections official shall canvass such ballots under the
same procedure as other absentee ballots, insofar as that procedure is not inconsistent with this
section.

SECTION 5. Section 6900 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
6900. (a) The tenn "elector" or "presidential elector" as used in this chapter means an elector
of President and Vice President of the United States, and not an elector as defined in Section
321.
(b) An elector shall be nominated in each congressional district and two electors on' a
statewide basis in accordance with the rules of the political party with which the elector is
affiliated, subject to the/ollowing requirements: .
(1) An elector selected on the basis of a congressional district shall be a resident of that
district.
(2) An elector selected on a statewide basis shall be a resident ofthe state.

SECTION 6. Section 6901 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
6901. Whenever a political party, in accordance with Section 7100, 7300, 7578, er 7843
6900, submits to the Secretary of State its certified list of nominees for electors of President and
Vice President of the United States, the Secretary of State sbaJl notify each candidate for eJector
of his or ber nomination by the party. The Secretary of State shall cause the names of the
candidates for President and Vice President of the several political parties to be placed upon the
ballot for the ensuing general election.

,
SECTION 7. Section 7100 of the Elections Code is repealed.
the United States are to be abosen, eaeh congressional nominee shall desigaate OBe pFeSideBtial
eleotor 8:Bd shaD file his or hel" name, residence and busiBess address with the Seeretary of State:
by Octohel" 1 of the presidential eleetion YeM. Baeh Uaited States senatorial BomiBee,
determined hy the last two Uaited States seBatorial e1eetiOBB, shall desigaate &Be presideetial
eleetor Bfld shall file his or her name, resideuce and lmsiBess address with the Seeretary of State
by October 1 of the presidential election year. 1B the eveBt there is no UBited States senatorial
nominee or no coogressioBftI nomiBee Hi &By particular district; the state ehaitt>emon shall
designate ooe presidential elector for each vacancy aDd shall file his or her name, residence aBd
business address '*'lith the Secretary of State 9y October 1 of the presidential election year.

SECTION 8. Section 7300 of the Elections Code is repealed.
7300. In each year of the general election at which electors of~ident and Vice President of
the UBited States are to be chosen, the Republi68B Bommees for Govemef, LieuteBaBt GOl'ytemOf,
Treasurer, .Controller, l'\ttemey Geaeml, 8Bd Seeretary of State, .the Republieaa nomiBees fer
United States Seaator at the last WIO Uaited States senatorial e1eetioBS, the Assembly Republican
leader, the SeDate Republican leeder, aU elected officef5 of the Republic8B State Centml
Committee, the National Committeem8B 8fld National CofBBlitteewomaB; the PresideDt of the·
Republicaa eoUBl)' CeBtml Committee Chairmea's Assooiation, and the chaHperson er pfesideBt
of each RepublioaB 7/0hmteer organimtioB officially reeogai2ed by the Republio&B State CeBtml
Committee shan aet as presidential eleetofS, eJEcept that SeBators, Representatives, and perSOBS
BoldiBg aft office of trust Of profit of the Umted States shall not aet as electors. The remaiBiDg
presidential eleetor positions, &Bd any vaeaat positioBS, shall ge filled by appoiBlmeBt of the
ehairperseB of the Repu9lieaa State CeBtmI Committee in aceerdaBee ¥lith the llylaws of the
committee.
name, residence adElfess, &Bd busiBess addreSs of each appoiatee sheD be filed
with the Seeretary of State by October 1 of the presidential eleetioB year. The RepuhliOOB State
Central CeHlfllittee shall adopt bylalyvs impJemeatiBg this SectiOD.

The

SECTION 9. Section 7578 of the Elections Code is repealed.
7578. 1ft eaeh year of the geBeraI eleetioB at which electors of President and 'lice PresideBt of
the UBited States are to be chosen,. the eOBventios shall also nominate as the eaBEtidates of its
party as maBy eleetors of President &Bd Vice PresideDt of the Uaited States as the ~te is thea
eBlitled to, ad shall certify the name of eaeh eleetor BomiBated; &Bd his or her resiEleBee address
to the Seeretary of State.
SECTION 10. Section 7843 of the Elections Code is repealed.
7843. In each year of the geDenH eleetioB at "llhich eleetOfS of Pi:esideBt &Bd Vise President of
the Uaited States are to be ehesen; the eonvesbOB meeting of the st8te centml committee shall
else uemiBete as the eeBttidates of its party as lB8By eJeeters of Pi:esident &Bd Viee PHsideat of
the UBited States as the stete is then eBtitled to, 50 ,ereent of "them shall be WeBlea aDd SO
pereeot meB; lHlless 8ft odd DlHBher of electoR is to be ehes~~ in "r)HeIt ease the differesee
betwees the Dumber ofwemen &Bd men shall be Bot. more than ene. The ehaUpefSeB efthe state
eeBtml committee shell certify the B8Ble of each eJector Deminated; aBEl the eiector's residence
address to the Secretary of Stete.

SECTION 11. Section 15505 of the Elections Code is amended to read:
15505. On the first Monday in the month following the election, or as soon as the results have
been received from all the counties in the state, if received before that time, the Secretary of
State shall analyze the votes given for presidential electors..,aOO- . The Secretary of State shall
certify to the Governor the names name of the proper Bl:lfilber of persons elector nominee in
each congressional district on the basis of the presidential candidate having the highest number
of votes in the congressional district and shall certify two presidential electors on the basis of
the presidential candidate having the highest number of votes statewide . The Secretary of State
shall thereupon issue and transmit to each presidential elector a certificate of election. The
certificate shall be accompanied by a notice of the time and place of the meeting of the
presidential electors and a statement that each presidential elector will be entitled to a per diem
allowance and mileage in the amounts specified.
SECTION 12. Section 15601 is added to the Elections Code, to read:
15601. (a) As soon as possible after January 1, 2003, the Secretary of State shall adopt
regulations for each voting system approved for use in the state, specifying procedures for
recounting ballots consistent with this chapter, including absente~ and provisional ballots using
those Yoting systems.
SECTION 13. Section 15635 is added to the Elections Code, to read:
15635. Within five days of a general election for President of the United States, a candidate for
President whose name appears on the ballot may petition the Secretary of State for an accelerated
certification of the yotes cast in any district in which a presidential elector is selected. Upon the
filing of such a petition by a qualified candidate, the following provisions shall apply:
(a) The Secretary of State shall promptly notify the elections official of each county that is
included within each of the districts listed in the petition.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each elections official whose jurisdiction
includes any portion of the district or districts listed in the petition shall prepare a certified
statement of the results of the election for President and Vice President within 21 days of the
election.
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision in this chapter, a recount of the votes cast for
presidential electors in any district listed in the petition shall commence no later than 22 days
after the election.
(d) For purposes of this section, udistrictn shall include a district in which a presidential elector
is selected as well as the state as a Whole regarding the two electors selected on a statewide basis.
SECTION 14. If any provision of this law or the application of any such provision to any
person or circumstances shall be held invalid, the remainder of this law, to the extent it can be
given effect, or the application of such provision to persons or circumstances other than those as
to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby, and to this extent the provisions of this.
law are severable.

•

